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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claim 22 is objected to because of the following informalities: The last paragraph 
states "assigning an automatic update information with respect to the recorded 
consumption type data and consumption behavior data," when the previous limitations 
in the claim state that only one of these two limitations are needed. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 15, 16, 18, 20, 21, 22, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Cathey. 

Referring to claim 15, Cathey discloses a method for incorporating user history 
data, comprising: recording a user consumption pattern of multimedia content (column 
3, lines 7-10); and assigning a content reference for accessing a corresponding 
multimedia content or metadata of a corresponding multimedia content (column 5, lines 
22-26). 

Referring to claim 16, Cathey discloses a method for incorporating user history 
data as claimed in claim 15, wherein the content reference uses an independent ID 
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regardless of a storage position of the content, so that it enables an unlimited access to 
the content or related metadata of the content (figure 1, parts 14 and 40; Note: the 
media and the metadata database are different locations). 

Referring to claims 18, Cathey discloses a method for incorporating user history 
data as claimed in claim 15, wherein the user consumption pattern of the multimedia 
content includes a consumption type data representing how the user consumed the 
multimedia content (column 5, lines 52-54). 

Referring to claims 20 and 21, Cathey discloses a method for incorporating user 
history data as claimed in claim 15, wherein the user consumption pattern of the 
multimedia content includes a consumption behavior data representing what behavior 
the user consumed the multimedia content; wherein the consumption behavior is at 
least one operation of a normal finish, skimming, skipping, replay, slow play, or stop 
(column 7, lines 59-61). 

Referring to claim 22, Cathey discloses a method for incorporating user history 
data comprising: recording consumption type data representing how a user consumed a 
multimedia content; or consumption behavior data representing what behavior the user 
consumed the multimedia content (column 7, lines 59-61); and assigning an automatic 
update information with respect to the recorded consumption type data and 
consumption behavior data (column 5, lines 12-13; Note: monitoring signals from the 
STB is interpreted as being equivalent to automatically logging). 

Referring to claim 24, Cathey discloses a method for incorporating user history 
data according to claim 22, wherein the consumption behavior data include a program 
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identifier for representing the corresponding content, at least one of a normal finish 
data, skimmed data, skipped data, replay data, slow play data, or stopped data, and 
control data for an access to the recorded data (column 7, lines 59-64). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cathey 
in view of Cinelmage. 

Cathey does not disclose a method for incorporating user history data as claimed 
in claim 16, wherein the content reference is a digital object ID (DOI), a content 
reference ID (CRID) of Content ID Forum (CIDF), or an UMID of SMPTE. 

Cinelmage discloses a method for incorporating user history data as claimed in 
claim 16, wherein the content reference is a digital object ID (DOI), a content reference 
ID (CRID) of Content ID Forum (CIDF) (paragraph 9, lines 3 and 4-5), or an UMID of 
SMPTE. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to use the CIDF format for the metadata, as taught by Cinelmage, in the system 
disclosed by Cathey. The motivation would have been to enable the tracking of the 
files, and therefore prevent unauthorized use (Cinelmage: paragraph 9, lines 5-6). 
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Claims 19 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Cathey in view of Lortz. 

Referring to claim 19, Cathey does not disclose a method for incorporating user 
history data as claimed in claim 18, wherein the consumption type is at least one of a 
simple view for one time consumption of the content, recording of the content, backup of 
the content, and transfer of the content though a network. 

Lortz discloses a method for incorporating user history data as claimed in claim 
18, wherein the consumption type is at least one of a simple view for one time 
consumption of the content, recording of the content, backup of the content, and 
transfer of the content though a network (column 5, lines 28-30; Note: being able to 
distinguish between TV watching versus TV recording records is being interpreted such 
that there exists records of what the person recorded on the STB). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to record in the metadata whether a show was watched or recorded, as taught by 
Lortz, in the system disclosed by Cathey. The motivation being that it would provide 
another metric to base the preferences off of, therefore making the preferences more 
accurate. 

Referring to claim 23, Cathey does not disclose a method of incorporating user 
history data according to claim 22, wherein the consumption type data include a 
program identifier for representing the corresponding content, at least one of a simple 
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view data, recording data, backup data, or transfer data, and control data for an access 
to the recorded data. 

Lortz discloses a method of incorporating user history data according to claim 22, 
wherein the consumption type data include a program identifier for representing the 
corresponding content, at least one of a simple view data, recording data, backup data, 
or transfer data, and control data for an access to the recorded data (column 5, lines 28- 
30). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to record in the metadata whether a show was watched or recorded, as taught by 
Lortz, in the system disclosed by Cathey. The motivation being that it would provide 
another metric to base the preferences off of, therefore making the preferences more 
accurate. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Matthews; U.S. Patent Number 6,631,523; Electronic Program Guide with 
Hyperlinks to Target Resources. 

Wugofski; U.S. Patent Number 6,201,538; Controlling the Layout of Graphics in a 
TV Environment. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Justin E. Shepard whose telephone number is (571) 
272-5967. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on (571) 272-7331. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




